Compartimentalization for chylothorax originating from the abdomen after extended esophagectomy. Report of two cases and review of the literature.
Chyle leakage from the chest after extended esophagectomy originating from the abdomen is a rare complication with various clinical presentations and treatments. Two cases of chylothorax originating from the abdomen are discussed and the literature concerning diagnosis, management and outcome is reviewed. Initially conservative measures should be installed; however, prolonged conservative treatment should be avoided. Reoperation gives an opportunity to identify the leak. If the leakage originates from the abdomen, compartimentalization is the essential step to solve the problem.